DRAFT PD-4

INTERCONNECTING PANEL SYSTEMS AND SUPPORTED COMPONENTS

(PURCHASE DESCRIPTION T ACCOMPANY C**/CGSB 44.229)


	1.0    SCOPE


1.1
This purchase description applies to interconnecting panel systems and supported components for general office use by federal government employees 

1.2
Interconnecting panel systems and supported components meeting this purchase description shall meet all of the technical requirements of the latest edition of C**/CGSB-44.229 “Interconnecting Panel Systems and Supported Components".  In addition, all interconnecting panel systems and supported components shall meet the options and additional requirements detailed herein.

1.3.1 The requirements contained in this purchase description are the minimum required features and components to be accepted under this solicitation.  Manufacturers may offer additional products, which are designed to enhance the function of the interconnecting panel system.  Additional products shall be congruent with interconnecting panel systems and supported component series in order to permit integral furniture layouts.

	2.0    TERMINOLOGY


2.1
Series – a grouping of all of the components listed in the Basket of Goods or shown on the Layouts, as well as the additional products which enhance the function of the furniture and have structural relationships and like construction
2.2
Pedestal, Mobile – A pedestal, which is on casters and can be moved easily by the user. The top and all four sides are finished.

2.3
Pedestal, Freestanding - A pedestal, which is a stand-alone unit, with the top and all four sides, finished. The pedestal does not have casters and cannot be moved easily by the user.

2.4
Pedestal, Mobile, with Seated Surfaces – A mobile pedestal with a top finished with a cushion, intended for occasional guest seating.

2.5
 Integrated Keyboard/Mouse Support Surface – is a vertically user adjustable surface used to support a keyboard, mouse or other input devices that is incorporated into the larger surface to form an integrated work surface.
	3.0    PANEL AND COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS


3.1
Panels
3.1.1
Panels shall be available in various widths.

3.1.2
Panels 610 mm (24 in), 760 mm (30 in), 1200 mm (48 in) and 1520 mm (60 in) wide shall allow for the enclosure of standard 610 mm (24 in), 760 mm (30 in), 1220 mm (48 in) and 1520 mm (60 in) freestanding furniture on three sides, while maintaining a 90 degree corner.

3.1.3
Panels shall be available in heights which will accommodate wheelchair access 915 mm (36 in.), work surface privacy 1065 mm (42 in.), seated privacy 1320 mm (52 in.) and seated/standing privacy 1675 mm (66 in.).  The dimensions listed are for information purposes only.
3.1.4 
Panels shall be fabric upholstered.  

3.1.5
Panels 1525 mm (60 in) high or greater shall be acoustic

3.1.6
If finished edges of the panel are not integrated into the design of the panel, then the system shall provide panel tops, panel end trims, corner covers, filler pieces for “T” junctions etc.

3.1.7 All powered and non-powered panels shall have cable pathways capable of accommodating the electrical and voice and data cables. 

3.1.8
Filler panels shall be available for gaps larger than 76mm (3 in.).

3.2
Work Surfaces

3.2.1
Work surfaces shall be available in various depths and widths.

3.2.2
Work surfaces shall be completely panel supported with the use of cantilevered or other suitable attachment brackets.
3.3
Articulating Keyboard Support Surface 

3.3.1
The articulating keyboard support surface shall be provided with tilt adjustment with an adjustment range of at least +/- 5 degrees and a non-slip surface or other means of preventing the keyboard/mouse from falling off. 
3.3.2 The keyboard/mouse support surface shall have a minimum overall front edge dimension of 635 mm (25 in.). 

3.4
Transaction Surfaces – shall be available to accompany panel widths and shall not be less than 305 mm (12 in.) and no greater than 432 mm (17 in.) deep.

3.5
Task Lights 

3.5.1
Task lights shall be mounted under overhead cabinets or shelves or on the slotted rail or the work surface.  Task lights must not be affixed under the overhead cabinets or shelves using any form of magnetism.

3.5.2
Task lights shall be available in at least two (2) lengths, of which the shortest length shall be no less than 610 mm (24 in.) 

3.5.3
All task lights shall be equipped with linear or compact fluorescent lamp technology.  If a linear fluorescent lighting system is provided, it shall have high frequency electronic ballast, and a minimum lamp life of 15,000 hours.  Alternatively, if a compact fluorescent lamp technology is provided, it shall have electronic ballast and a minimum lamp life of 10,000 hours
	4.0    POWER AND COMMUNICATIONS REQUIREMENTS


4.1 Electrical wiring – The complete electrical system in the panels and all components shall comply with CSA C22.2 No. 203 or CSA C22.2 No. 203.1 

4.1.1
Electrical system – shall provide at least an eight (8) wire, three-circuit capability, and shall be made of components which are modular and are capable of providing power only at needed locations, and of being rearranged without altering or disassembling the panel system.  The system shall provide for ceiling access, floor access and power from the wall.

4.1.2
Receptacles shall be interchangeable anywhere along the wiring harness and shall be accessible at work surface height, when specified.

4.1.3
Cable pathway covers shall be opened without the use of special tools and shall close tightly without any gap.

4.1.4
Cable pathways shall provide sufficient space to allow for a bend radius of at least 76 mm (3 in.) for the installation of communications cables both horizontal and vertical.

4.1.5
Non-powered cable pathways shall be capable of field conversion to powered cable pathways without requiring the workstation to be dismantled.

4.1.6
Unused knockouts/access points, which are visible under normal use or installation, shall be capable of being covered to prevent unsightly holes.

4.1.7
Cable pathways located at the base shall have knockouts to receive back-to-back electrical outlets as required.  

4.1.8
All panels shall be capable of accommodating industry standard data and voice modules and be able to accept one on each side of the panel.

4.1.9
Vertical Wire Management System – shall be available to conceal wires running from the base cable pathway to desk height and above or from desk height cable pathways to above.

	5.0    STORAGE REQUIREMENTS


5.1 Overhead Storage 

5.1.1 Overhead storage units (cabinets and shelves) shall be available in various widths.  

5.1.2 The back of the overhead storage units must have as a minimum a 6 mm (1/4”) high lip.

5.1.3
Resilient bumpers shall be provided on all door assemblies to minimize impact noise when doors close. Alternate means to minimize impact noise shall be acceptable.

5.2 Pedestals 

5.2.1
Pedestals shall be mobile and freestanding and shall be available in at least two (2) depths: the deepest depth possible to fit under a 610 mm (24 in.) work surface and the deepest depth possible to fit under a 760 mm (30 in.) work surface.

5.2.2.
Mobile pedestals shall have a minimum of four carpet casters.   

5.2.3 Unless a pencil drawer is provided with the pedestal, the top box drawer shall have a moveable pencil tray which shall extend from one side of the inside of the drawer to the other.

5.2.4
Alternate means to minimize the impact noise of drawers shall be acceptable.

5.3
Locks
5.3.1
Locks for drawers or doors shall be key operated, and shall have a corrosion resistant finish.

5.3.2 Locks or cylinders shall be designed to allow for easy installation or replacement by the user in the field.

5.3.3 A master key shall be available for entry to all key lock combinations.

	6.0 FINISH REQUIREMENTS


6.1
Horizontal work surfaces shall meet the   performance   requirements for high-pressure laminate.

7.2 All other surfaces, except fabric covered surfaces, shall meet the performance requirements for laminates, painted wood or painted non-wood

7.3 Fabrics shall be manufactured from recycled or other environmentally appropriate material.

	7.0 Environmental Requirements


7.4 Resource Input

7.5 Adhesives used in the manufacture of interconnecting panel systems and supported components shall be free Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAP’s).

7.1.2 Metal components shall be finished using low VOC content or non-toxic surface coatings.

7.6 Steel used in the manufacture of interconnecting panel systems and supported component shall contain a minimum of 25% recycled material.

7.7 Plastic parts shall contain a minimum of 20% recycled material.

7.8 Composite wood products (i.e. particle board and fibreboard) used in the manufacture of interconnecting panel systems and supported components shall contain a minimum of 80% recycled material

7.9 When the substrate for work surfaces, shelving, or any other component is a composite wood product (i.e. particle board, medium density fibreboard, plywood) that contains urea-formaldehyde based resins, the substrates shall be fully encapsulated on all six sides.

7.1.7 Holes drilled into the composite wood product components at the factory shall be supplied with plugs that can be removed when the holes are required for the assembly of the workstation components.

7.10 Acoustical material used in the manufacture of interconnecting panels shall contain a minimum of 20% recycled material.

7.11 Product Design
7.11.1 Wear susceptible parts shall be designed to be replaceable

	8.0    OPTIONAL COMPONENTS - REQUIREMENTS


8.1
A primary work surface (normally a corner unit) should be available with an integrated keyboard/mouse support surface. The keyboard/mouse support surface shall be capable of being height adjusted by the user over a range of at least 254 mm (10 in.) with a minimum 127mm (5 in.) below and a minimum of 127mm (5 in.) above the primary work surface. The depth of the keyboard/mouse surface must be at least 254 mm (10 in.).
8.1.1
The keyboard/mouse support surface shall have a minimum overall front edge dimension of 635 mm (25 in.).

8.2 A mobile pedestal with a seated surface should be available.

8.2.1 Fabric used to upholster the seat cushion shall be manufactured from recycled or other    environmentally appropriate material and shall meet the requirements of the ACT Performance Guidelines for upholstery.

8.2.2 The cushioning material used for the seat cushion shall comply with  the  requirements of Testing for flammability shall comply with the requirements of the California Technical Bulletin 117.

8.3 An alternate cabinet for barrier free design applications should be available in various widths. 

8.3.1 The cabinet shall not be dependant on the panel width for support. 

8.3.2 The cabinet door shall be capable of being closed without continuous user assistance. e.g. the door (s) shall not free fall.
	9.0       LABELING


9.1       In addition to the labeling requirement stated in C**/CGSB-44.229, all panels and components that consist of primary, secondary or dedicated surfaces shall also be permanently and legibly marked with the product code and the date of manufacture

	10.0    TEST REQUIREMENTS


10.1
All interconnecting panels and supported components offered under this solicitation shall meet the acceptance criteria provided in ANSI/BIFMA X5.6 and C**/CGSB-44.229 when tested in accordance with the appropriate test(s) from the referenced standard. 

10.2
Mobile Pedestals shall be tested in accordance with the applicable sections of ANSI/BIFMA X5.9.  Any devices used to maintain the stability of the unit, such as counterweights, shall be included in all products supplied under the Standing Offer.

10.3
Flammability:  The panels shall meet   a flame spread rating of no more than 150 and a smoke developed classification of no more than 300 when tested to the applicable requirements of the National Building Code of Canada (NBCC) in accordance with CAN/ULC-S102.  The test must be conducted on each different fabric composition and interior construction.  If panel construction is changed, new flammability tests are required.

10.4
Acoustic Tests shall be conducted on the finished panel (core, adhesive, decorative fabric, frame, cable pathway and joining components).  The test must be conducted on each different interior construction offered as an acoustic panel.

10.5
Test Reports

10.5.1
Age of Tests: Test reports shall be not more than five (5) years old at the time of      submittal   

10.5.2
Performance tests are valid for the duration of the Standing Offer including the option period, unless changes have been made to the product or test standard.  In which case, the revised Test Report(s) must be submitted to PWGSC within nine (9) months of the publication date of the revised standard for Technical Review.
10.5.3
An independent testing laboratory and a company owned laboratory are acceptable provided that the laboratory has been accredited by a nationally recognized body such as Standards Council of Canada, A2LA (American Association for Laboratory Accreditation) or is listed on the Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB) Laboratory Acceptance Program.

10.5.4  
Product changes to the construction and/or design.  Changes in material and hardware (except drawer suspensions) are acceptable without additional testing provided they continue to meet the same specifications as those used on the unit that was tested.  For example, if the manufacturer changed particleboard suppliers but the new particleboard still has the same density and met the same performance requirements as the original product, the unit would not have to be retested. If, however the performance of the new material differs, then testing shall be required.
     FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY – Future Environmental Requirements- 

These requirements are for information purposes only and may be included in mandatory requirements in a future Request for Proposal for Interconnecting Panel Systems and Supported Components

Manufacturing

All interconnecting panel systems and supported components should be manufactured at a facility that has established a program for solid waste auditing and has prepared a waste reduction plan.  The facility should also have instituted a means to track progress towards waste reduction and diversion of materials such as metals, plastics, wood etc. from disposal.  A description of this program and/or a copy of the most recent waste audit should be submitted with the bid document
The facility should be accredited to ISO 14001 - Environmental Management System, 

All rigid molded plastic components with a surface large enough to incorporate a label should include a stamp indicating the composition code to facilitate future recycling efforts.

The interconnecting panel system should meet the volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from office furniture of ANSI/BIFMA X7.1 2007 Standard for Formaldehyde and TVOC emissions of Low emitting Office Furniture Systems and Seating when tested in accordance with ANSI/BIFMA M7.1 2007 Standard Test Method for determining VOC Emissions from Office Furniture Systems, Components and Seating 
The manufacturer shall have a buy-back or take-back program for the interconnecting panel system and supported components

In addition to the labeling requirement stated in C**/CGSB-44.229, all panels and components that consist of primary, secondary or dedicated surfaces shall also be permanently and legibly marked with the product code and the expiry date of the warranty
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