SAMPLE LETTER TO SUPPLIERS

DATE
To:  SUPPLIER NAME
Subject: Compliance with California Air Resources Board Rule 93120

Dear SUPPLIER NAME,

Please be advised that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has established limits on the emissions of formaldehyde from hardwood plywood, particle board, medium density fiberboard, thin medium density fiberboard, and finished goods containing these materials.

Effective January 1, 2009, hardwood plywood, particle board, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard must meet Phase I emissions limits given in California Code of Regulations section 93120.2.  The effective dates for the Phase II emissions limits vary by the type of composite wood and range from January 1, 2010 to July 1, 2012.  Please be aware that we expect your company to meet the Phase II requirements as early as practical, but no later than 2010-2012 timeframe.

Please confirm to us in writing by DATE that all hardwood plywood, particle board, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard supplied to (your company name) complies and are labeled as complying with the Phase I or Phase II requirements, as appropriate, of the CARB rule.  Your written response is required for our company to demonstrate compliance to the CARB rule.

If your company does not use added formaldehyde resins, or uses ultra-low emitting formaldehyde resins (ULEF) in the manufacture or fabrication of hardwood plywood, particle board, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard OR finished goods containing these materials, please provide your California Air Resources Board approval letter certifying this condition.

Thank you for your cooperation and prompt response to this request.

Sincerely,

TITLE
Note:

CARB’s rule includes a “sell-through provision”, which allows for a timely clearing of existing inventories following the effective dates for Phase I and Phase II standards.  For manufacturers of hardwood plywood, particleboard, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard 3 months sell-through period is provided.  For distributors, a 5 month, and for importers a 3 month sell-through period is provided for hardwood plywood, particleboard, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard manufactured before the Phase I and Phase II effective dates.  An 18 month sell-through period is provided for distributors and importers of finished goods containing hardwood plywood, particleboard, medium density fiberboard, and thin medium density fiberboard.  Please see official information available from this link provided below:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2007/compwood07/compwood07.htm
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