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The Industry Voice for Workplace Solutions

CARB Labeling Q & A - March 2008

Q1) Can we label the packaging on bulk pack products?  For example, can a single label be attached to the outer packaging material of a skid of work surfaces?
A1)
You asked if you can label bulk pack products.  The modified regulation requires that a label shall be applied on "every finished good produced, or on every box containing finished goods."  So in your example, while one label on the box might comply with the regulation, our enforcement staff recommends that the box and finished goods both be labeled to aid in enforcement, although it's not required that both be labeled.   

     

((
Q2) 
Can the label identifying the manufacturer name and manufacture date be a separate label from the label that states that the product made with HWPW, PB, or MDF complies with Phase 1 and Phase 2 emission standards?
A2)
Separate labels can be used to identify fabricator name, production date, and that the finished good was made with complying composite wood products, as long as the labels are all visible (e.g., inside a cabinet door or on the back of a credenza).  

((
Q3) 
If an unboxed or blanket-wrapped chair, desk, and shelving unit were packed on a single skid, would a single label still apply? Note: Each product might contain different compliant materials.
A3)
If three different finished goods were all packed on a single skid, each would need a separate label.
((
Q4) 
What is the expectation for labeling if the finished product contains components from various board manufacturers? Hypothetically, an order for 10,000 bookcases involves 3 mills and 5 dates of board manufacture (lots). What level of traceability is acceptable? Is it sufficient to list the mills that provide board product for any of those 10,000 bookcases?
A4)
The label for a finished good only requires the fabricator name, production date, and that any composite wood products in the finished good complies with the regulation (or that the composite wood products in the finished good were made with no-added formaldehyde or ULEF resins), but not the name of the panel manufacturer.  The fabricator needs to keep records of panel purchases to demonstrate that all composite wood products used in finished goods complied with the regulation. So, for a period of time, records on the amount of composite wood used to make finished goods would need to match the amount of complying composite wood purchased from the mills.   
((
Q5) 
In order to be best prepared for a potential inspection, where and what type of information should be readily available and at which locations (types of facilities or sites). Specifically, does this include finished product in user's homes or places of business?
A5)
With regard to potential inspections, fabricators and retailers need to keep records to show they've taken "reasonable prudent precautions" to ensure compliance.  These records need to be kept in hard copy or electronic form and must show that the fabricators and retailers instructed their suppliers of the need for complying products.  The fabricators and retailers must also keep records to show that their suppliers have stated that the products being provided comply.  This requirement would stop at the retailer and not be carried on to the purchaser (e.g., home or place of business).

((
Q6) 
Can testing of furniture products conducted for ANSI-BIFMA Furniture Emission Standards be considered reasonable prudent precautions under the rule?
A6)
We don't think testing of furniture products for the ANSI-BIFMA emission standards would constitute reasonable prudent precautions.  A finished good could be made with non-complying composite wood, but due to the application of a laminate or a coating, be able to pass the ANSI-BIFMA emission standards.  But if we were to deconstruct the piece of furniture and conduct our finished product testing, we would find that it contained non-complying composite wood. 
((
Verbiage Approved by CARB:

Proposed statement in price book, shippers, bills of lading and/or other product literature:

NOTICE
Statement of Compliance:

California Air Resources Board Regulation 93120

All hardwood plywood, particle board, medium density fiberboard, 

thin medium density fiberboard and finished goods containing these 

materials meet [specify Phase I or Phase II or ULEF or NAF] emissions 

limits given in the California Air Resources Board Regulation 93120.2.

Compliance Statement for Labels on Products or Packaging:

“CARB 93120.2 [specify Phase I or Phase II or ULEF or NAF] Compliant”
NOTE: Labels need to contain fabricator name, date produced, and a compliance marking to denote product is compliant with Phase I or Phase II standard or ULEF or NAF.
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